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Message from Andrea Oliva

I would like to thank you, everybody, to be here. I’m very happy and emotional to be here after ten years.

Thank you for all the organization for my concert this evening today, Kobe foundation, Cultural Foundation
and Mr. Sakakibara, thank you for Chika, pianist, and all the stuff, they are very kind with me, and I’'m
spending a great period here in Kobe.

My emotion was doubled today not just for the concert, for the so busy programme and for this big audience,
but also because after ten years I’ve come back this place that I did the competition, Kobe Competition and I

won. It was an excellent emotion for me.

One of my big start of career is really thanks to that competition. For me it was so important challenge like
for all the young students, young people that participate all these years. And from there | could have more
contact with Japan, with the all over in the world to do soloist, and more and more sureness in my orchestra
player because a competition like that it really give a lot of energy and a lot of inspiration to all young flutists

like me, like | was.

When | won this competition ten years ago, | already had the third prize in ARD Munich Competition, and
hired already my job in Santa Cecilia orchestra. So all my colleagues when they knew that | wanted to do

another competition they say, ‘You are crazy, why you are doing another one, competition’.

So my answers were two, for two reasons. First, because | would like to win a competition, not just arrive
third place; and second, because Kobe Competition for me was ‘the’ flute competition in the world, so

important.

I would like to say thank you also to Mr. Nicolet. Nicolet was in jury in Munich and he suggested to me to
try the year after Kobe Competition. Because for him, he said also, it is one of the most important

competitions in the world.
So for that reason | hope really this competition to continue for longer, longer years.
< This is a short speech given by Andrea Oliva at the end of his recital in Kobe, 9 December 2015. He kindly

agreed for the text to be posted here and checked it for us. After this, he played encores. Pianist: Chika

Nishiwaki >



